
Summary of Key Briefing Points
1030-1130am MST Sat, Mar 5, 2016



Current Conditions as of Thu 12Z-15Z  Mar 4 

Tropics and Mid-latitudes

Over the Tropical Pacific:

●  Active in west part of FD today
●  PW maximum moving NWard out of domain 



Tropical Outlook
● Main convection west of FD

                       
                
                     
                  



Midlatitude Conditions/Outlook
Short Term:

● Rains poised for NCAL this weekend,  total in Sierra 13 forecast over next week”

● Medium - Long Term:

● Heavy rains likely over weekend, and then again mid/late next week: 10” total for Sierra likely
● Major rain event for lower MS Valley, >10” rains in Ozarks
● Day 10-15 to be mostly dry for CA. i               



Sat 14Z



Sat 14Z



Sat 12Z



Sat 12Z





GFS Analysis: 200 
mb Winds



GFS Analysis: 06Z 
PW and 850 mb 
winds





12Z Satellite Winds



Mar 3: SST



Mar 3: SST Anomaly



EC vs GFS Precip Forecasts: 
Mar 6 00z - Mar 11 00z



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z SUN



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 18HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z SUN



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z MON



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 42HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z MON



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 72HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z TUE



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 66HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z TUE



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 96HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z WED



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 90HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z WED



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 120HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z THU



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 114HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z THU



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 144HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FRI



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 138HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z FRI



EC vs GFS PWAT Forecasts: 
Mar 6 00z - Mar 11 00z



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z SUN



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 18HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z SUN



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z MON



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 42HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z MON



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 72HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z TUE



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 66HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z TUE



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 96HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z WED



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 90HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z WED



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 120HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z THU



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 114HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z THU



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 144HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FRI



Latest: 24HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z ThuLatest: 48HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 36HR Lead  EC Valid 00Z FriLatest: 138HR Lead  GFS Valid 00Z FRI



GFS Instability Forecasts: 
Mar 6 00z - Mar 11 00z



GFS Forecast 00Z 
SUN



GFS Forecast 00Z 
MON



GFS Forecast 00Z 
TUE



GFS Forecast 00Z 
WED



GFS Forecast 00Z 
THU



PSD OBS: 24 HR 
QPE



CNRFC OBS: 24 
HR QPE



CNRFC: River 
Forecast Pts



CNRFC: 24 Hr 
Snow Depth 
Change



WPC: 1 Day Total 
QPF



WPC: 3 Day Total 
QPF



WPC: 7 Day Total 
QPF



Santa Clara 
X-Band vs 
KMUX S-
band Radar 
Reflectivity



PSD: Hydro 
Distributed 
Model 
Forecast



Lake Mendocino

“Pre-release”

Encroachment into 
flood pool



                California Dream’n





Courtesy Brant Liebmann



Courtesy Brant Liebmann



Courtesy Brant Liebmann



thanks to Randy for this update….



Is El Nino 2016 El Nino-No Show?



Courtesy of Klaus Wolter, based on oral presentation to Nevada Water Resources Association




























